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Sadie Stout of 
Malden, Mo., skates 
on the ice rink at 
Winterfest at the 
Arch at Kiener 
Plaza Park on 
Friday afternoon. 
Winterfest was 
originally scheduled 
to be open through 
New Year’s Day, but 
due to unusually 
low temperatures 
forecast for the 
holiday weekend, 
organizers decided to 
close for the season 
on Friday evening. 
CHRIS LEE e P-D 


Syd Hajicek (left), 
with Pot Bangerz, 
an advocacy and aid 
group, readies two 
survival packages on 
Friday for Matt Clark, 
who is living outside 
in downtown St. 
Louis. The packages 
include hand & foot 
warmers, socks, 
toothpaste, soap 
and baby wipes. 
Homeless were 
gathered at Poelker 
Park across from 
City Hall where Pot 
Bangerz and others 
offered hot soup, 
blankets and hot 
beverages. 
CHRISTIAN 
GOODEN œ P-D 


St. Louis firefighters 
clear water flooding 
a third-floor hallway 
inside the Roosevelt 
Town Apartments 
on Friday. A part of 
a sprinkler water 
pipe burst in the 
back staircase of the 
building, causing 
water to seep into 
the hallway. With 
last week’s cold 
snap bringing 
below-freezing 
temperatures, pipes 
and fixtures were 
subjected to extreme 
conditions. 
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HUNKER DOWN FOR COLD WEATHER 


A BITTER END TO 2017 


8°/18° 4°/11° 
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Weather disrupts 
New Years Eve 
celebrations 


BY ERIN HEFFERNAN 
AND DENISE HOLLINSHED 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o After a few years of moderate 
holiday temperatures, St. Louis faces a bit- 
ter chill this New Year’s weekend with fro- 
zen pipes bursting and major outdoor events 
canceled. 

Bryan Chissem, 43, who is homeless, stood 
Friday afternoon in Poelker Park across the 
street from City Hall downtown along with 
at least 15 others, some lying on frigid con- 
crete benches covered by blankets. 

Chissem was concerned about the upcom- 
ing temperatures expected to fall to -5 de- 
grees in some areas with wind chills as cold 
as -20 degrees through Monday. 

“Tm a fool, but I’m not a damn fool)’ Chis- 
sem said about being outside. “If it’s going to 
get that cold I’ll swallow my pride and holler 
at somebody in my family.” 

Chissem said the Salvation Army loaned 
its vans to the AmeriCorps civil service or- 
ganization that has been transporting the 
homeless to St. Louis area shelters during the 
cold. The volunteers have gone from shelter 
to shelter in the last few days until everyone 
found a place. 


See COLD ° Page A5 


Stockpiled 
road salt hints at 
uneven winters 


BY BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o The road salt spread on St. Louis 
streets this winter probably traveled more 
than 4,400 miles to get here. 

That’s been the case for the last few win- 
ters, as well, with the city slowly chipping 
away at old stockpiles of road salt from Mo- 
rocco, purchased three years ago. 

In some ways, the lingering mountains of 
exotic salt epitomize the unpredictable chaos 
of modern winters. 

The far-away commodity was made nec- 
essary during a road salt buying frenzy in 
2014, after a winter in which the St. Louis 
region and much of the Eastern United States 
was slammed by harsh, snowy conditions. 

“That winter we used the most salt I’ve 
ever seen in the 17 years I’ve been here,” 
said Kent Flake, the city’s commissioner 
of streets and the person tasked with road 
maintenance decisions. 


See SALT « Page A5 


Ferguson teen wins national 
acclaim with college surprise 


BY KRISTEN TAKETA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


After Barrington Lincoln got accepted 
into the college of his dreams, he wanted 
to surprise the two women who helped 
him get to this point — his mother and 
aunt. 

Barrington, 17, a Lutheran High School 
North senior from Ferguson, broke the 
news on Christmas. His gifts to them 
were T-shirts that read “Morehouse Ma- 


roon Tigers Mom” and “Morehouse Ma- 
roon Tigers Aunt.” 

At first, they smiled and squealed at 
the gifts. But once Barrington explained 
that he had actually gotten into More- 
house College, one of the country’s most 
respected historically black colleges, 
Barrington’s mother screamed and fell 
on the couch. His aunt stared at him 
with eyes wide open. 


See COLLEGE °» Page A5 


10 dates that changed America 
— and the world — in 2017 


BY CHUCK RAASCH 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


WASHINGTON « In early February, two 
weeks after Donald Trump was inau- 
gurated as the nation’s 45th president, 
Democratic Reps. William Lacy Clay and 
Emanuel Cleaver walked into a monthly 
lunch held by the eight Missouri mem- 
bers of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives. 

“All of the other six (Republican) 


members were sitting there,’ Clay re- 
called months later. “To look at their 
faces, to see the exhaustion, the emo- 
tional drain they had been through in 
just the first two weeks — one thing after 
another. 

“This year,’ Clay said of 2017, “has 
been a whirlwind.” 

The Trump Era launched in a hurly- 
burly swirl of ambition, accusation, 


See DATES ° Page A3 
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